Venetian playwright and pioneer of modern theatre Carlo Goldoni Pervinca Rista (b. Italy) holds a PhD in Comparative Literature (Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, USA), along with numerous advanced degrees in Violin Performance earned in both the US and Italy. She has won numerous academic and musical awards, and performs concerts regularly worldwide. She has authored texts for music, has translated numerous works from Italian to English, and has published research in class-A international journals. Her research and teaching interests include the history of Italian literature and culture, the relationship between literature and music, the history of opera, and Italian comic theatre of the Enlightenment. She is a Marie Curie Research Fellow based at Ca' Foscari University in Venice, having won an Individual Fellowship grant from the European Commission for her original project "GoldOpera: Carlo Goldoni and Europe's New Opera Theatre." 
